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A Letter from the State Association President

CSM (Ret) Michael Hughes
President
Enlisted Association of the National Guard of New Jersey

As the newly elected President of the Enlisted Association | am
reaching out to you for your assistance. We have many challenges
facing us over the next few years whether it is another round of base
closures via the Base Realignment Commission (BRAC), reduction in TRICARE benéefits,
attempts to maintain the retirement age at 60, etc. We need a strong voice to put our
message across to the State and Federal Legislators and this can only be accomplished
through a strong membership in our State Association (EANG-NJ) and the National
Association (EANGUS).

We have been tasked by the National (EANGUS) with a goal of 800 members. This
should be attainable as the entire strength of the state is around 7,000. The new
membership year started on 1 January 2008 and so far we have a little over 300 members
and we sincerely need your help as we enter this New Year.

First and foremost we need the senior NCO leadership to sign on as members. If our
senior NCOs lead the way the junior ranks will most assuredly follow your example.

Secondly we need you at every opportunity possible to encourage all your airmen and
soldiers to become members. And, don't forget your officers and warrant officers; they can
hold membership as Associate members.

We firmly believe your Association is off to a good start as we have realigned all the
committees and filled both the Executive Council and Committees with a cross section of
Army and Air, uniformed and retirees, and several junior NCOs. Everyone appears to be
enthused and pledges to support the Association in all its efforts. All we need now is for you
to get on board as a member and bring your soldiers and airmen with you.

If we can be of any assistance or answer any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate
to e-mail or contact the Association through our website EANG-NJ.org or contact me directly
at csmhughes@comcast.net

Looking forward to seeing you as a member and hearing your voice on issues.

National Guard Association Area | includes the following:
e NJ, CT, RI, MA, NH, VT, ME

e Areal, Chairman - MSG Frank Hotaling, VTARNG
e Areal, Director - MSG Debbi Newton, CTARNG
e Areal, Director - SMSgt Ken Johnson, VTANG


http://www.eang-nj.org/
http://www.eangus.org/
http://www.njesgr.org/
http://www.ngaus.org/legislative/legislative.asp
http://www.ngaus.org/legislative/legislative.asp
mailto:csmhughes@comcast.net

Message from the Vice President - Army
SGM (Ret) Michael Amoroso

Membership

You should ask yourself, “Why join the Enlisted Association of the National Guard of New

7= Jersey?” There are many reasons to join this Association. Our Association represents
the men and women who form the Backbone of the Services. When our Association began it was known as
the NCO Association. | can remember every Annual Training period | paid dues to the Association, as did
every enlisted soldier in the pay line. Yes, we were paid in cash at the end of our 2 weeks of training. Our
dues back then were $5.00. The Association represented us on the many Federal and State legislative
matters. Back then, we were trying to get National Guard License Plates and we were looking for better pay
and benefits from the Department of Defense; benefits like Reenlistment Bonuses. Yes, that's right,
Reenlistment Bonuses. The first bonus benefit was a $1200.00 six year reenlistment bonus paid in 6
increments of $200.00. A far cry from today’s $15,000.00 reenlistment bonus or $20,000.00 enlistment
bonus that our soldier’s get today.

Our Association and EANGUS, our National Association, have continued to fight for better benefits for every
member of the Guard. In the National Defense Appropriation Bill this year was a new Retirement Benefit.
No longer do some of our members have to wait till age 60 to collect their retirement. Okay, it has some
limitations, but it's a start. It reduces the age at which you can retire (from age 60) 90 days for every
aggregate 90 days you are on active duty orders for a contingency operation or national emergency (Title 10
or Title 32) within your retirement year. The orders don't have to be for 90 days or more, but credit is given
in 90-day chunks at the end of the retirement year when posting to your records. Bad news--the law is not
retroactive, so time already spent on orders prior to January 28th doesn't count--YET. We will continue to
fight to have Congress pass legislation to correct the oversight and Congress is ready to do just that.

Also the final National Guard Commission Report of the independent Commission on the National Guard
and Reserves was released to news organizations on Thursday, January 31, at 10:00 a.m. in a
"Newsmaker" event at the National Press Club. The report documents the results of a congressionally
mandated examination, nearly two years long, of the seven reserve components of the U.S. military. The
Commission sees "no reasonable alternative to the nation's continuing increased reliance on its reserve
components” as an operational force for missions at home and abroad. The reserve components are under
significant stress from ongoing operations in Irag and Afghanistan, and the Commission believes that
Congress and the Department of Defense must make major changes in laws, rules, regulations, personnel,
and funding systems in order to sustain an operational reserve-an essential contributor to the health of the
nation's all-volunteer military force-in the years to come. This report could bring landmark legislation that
could radically change the shape and your benefits in the Guard. See the article in our legislative section.
These are just a few issues our state and national associations are doing to improve and protect your
benefits. Many of you are taking advantage of the free college tuition at state colleges and universities. Our
Association fought hard for that benefit. We testified in front of the Assembly and Senate committee
hearings. The original benefit only covered attaining a Bachelor's Degree now you can use the benefit to
attain a Master’s Degree or better. We are able to get these benefits through strength in numbers. That is
why you are so important to us. So, asks yourself again, “Do | really need to join the Enlisted
Association today to keep the benefits | have today continued and get future benefits?” The answer
is clear and simple ----- Yes you do. Make it a point to join today or contact me at
michael.c.amoroso@us.army.mil and | will give you 10 reasons why you need to join.

Visit our website at www.eang-nj.org
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Message from the VICE President — Air
MSgt (Ret) Kathy L. Christian

| charge all members of the association to encourage at least one other NJNG member
to become a member. This is not a numbers “game”. Membership equates to
sustaining our current benefits and lobbying for new benefits. To all E-8 (SMSgt and
MSG) and E-9 (CMSgt and SGM), if you are not a member of the association, you are
encouraged to apply today. It is very important for you to show your support for
professional organizations. As a leader send an important message become a member.

CMSaqt Presented EANG-NJ and EANGUS Life Membership

CMSgt Paul Gunning retired from the New Jersey Air National Guard in the fall of
2007. During his well deserved retirement dinner on October 19, 2007, Chief Gunning
received numerous presentations, awards, and certificates of appreciation.
Representatives of the your Enlisted Association of the National Guard of New Jersey
were in attendance and presented Chief Gunning with his EANG-NJ Gold Life
Membership Card for his lifetime membership in the EANG-NJ. In addition for his
dedication and leadership to the Association and the state of New Jersey, our
Association also presented Chief Gunning with a Lifetime Membership in the Enlisted Association of the
National Guard of the United States. Even though retired, Chief Gunning remains an active member of both
Associations and also serves as a member of the Constitution and By-Laws Committee.

Upcoming Events

e The EANGUS National Conference dates are 18-21 August 2008 in Savannah, Georgia
e Visit www.eang-nj.org for quarterly Executive Council meeting locations

Junior Enlisted Team

The Junior Enlisted Team would like to thank everyone who attended the Conference and helped support
us during the Gift Auction and Saturday night's Halloween Monster Bash Hospitality room. We hope you all
enjoyed yourself, and we truly look forward to seeing you again next year. If you would like more information
about JET, or are interested in joining our Team, you may contact SFC Beth Lapoint at 609-562-0660 or
beth.lapoint@us.army.mil or TSgt Sydney Fuchs at 609-562-0921 or sydney.fuchs@nj.mcgu.ang.af.mil.
Thank you for your support and dedication towards today’s Junior Enlisted soldiers and airmen.

Corporate Sponsors

The EANG-NJ wishes to thank the following corporate sponsors of the Association in their support to our
scholarship and awards programs. These programs recognize airmen, soldiers and their dependents for
outstanding achievements during the year.
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THE HISTORY of EANG-NJ

The Army and Air National Guard Noncommissioned Officer's Association of New Jersey was first
organized in 1965 as a chapter of the active Army NCO Association (NCOA) with headquarters in Fort
Worth, Texas. Membership in the NCOA as limited to the Army National Guard. During the year 1971 the
New Jersey Army National Guard severed their membership with the NCOA and elected to organize the
Army and Air National Guard Noncommissioned Officer's Association under the leadership of then charter
president, CSM Vincent Baldassari. A small group of dedicated individuals met at McGuire Air Force Base
to develop what is now the present structure of the Association. One of the original organizers was the
former Adjutant General, Major General Francis R. Gerard. Chief Master Sergeant Richard W. Spencer was
elected the first President of the Association at the first conference held at the Sheraton-Deauville Hotel in
Atlantic City, NJ in October 1971. The Constitution and By-Laws of the Association became an official
document on 31 October 1971. The Army and Air National Guard Noncommissioned Officer's Association of
New Jersey was one of the original charters established with the Enlisted Association National Guard United
States (EANGUS), our national equivalent.

An historical event took place at the annul conference on 10 October 1992 when the membership voted to

change the name of the Association to the Enlisted Association National Guard of New Jersey (EANG-NJ)
by unanimous vote.

EANG-NJ PAST PRESIDENTS

CSM Lawrence L Blaufus 1965-1967 CMSgt William H Bagot 1984-1987
CSM Allen E Gerner 1968 MSG James R Goddard SR 1988-1991
CSM John F Lynch 1969 CMSgt Edward W Wolbert 1992-1993
CSM Vincent Baldassari 1970-1971 SGM Michael T Hughes 1994-1995
CMSgt Richard W Spencer 1972-1973 SFC CindyLou Nelson 1996-1997
CSM Robert C Theall 1974-1975 CMSgt David Obetz 1998-2001
MSG James C Abline 1976-1977 1SG John Humphreys 2002-2003
CMSgt William M Boyle 1978-1979 SGM Leonard Mayersohn 2004-2005
SGM James C Abline 1980-1981 CMSgt Thomas Quinn 2006-2007
MSG James R Goddard Sr 1982-1983 CSM Michael T Hughes 2008 -

EANGUS Accomplishments

The following are some of the accomplishments for 2006 and 2007 that your membership in the State and National
Associations have gained for both active and retired Guardsmen and women

2007 EANGUS Accomplishments:
Pay raise of 3.5%
Raise creditable retirement points from 90 to 130 per year
Early retirement provisions -- 90days off age 60 for 90 aggregate days deployed
Use of MGIB REAP benefits for 10 years after discharge
IDT travel cost reimbursement in limited situations
National Guard Empowerment Act provisions (except no seat on JCS or procurement authority)
Repeal Insurrection Act changes
No TRICARE fee or pharmacy increases
Retain Mil Techs as non-dual status if combat injured and discharged
Salute the flag when not in uniform
Extend VA health care from 2 years to 5 years post-deployment
Retain JCA program with Army and not transfer to Air Force

Obtain funding for more C-17 aircraft



ENLISTED CONFERENCE 2007

Newly Elected EANG-NJ Officers
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From left to right: CSM Richard Vanderclute (42d RSG Rep), SFC Larry Rosenthal (57th Troop Command Rep), CSM
(Ret) Michael Hughes (President), CMSgt (Ret) Kathy Christian (Vice President-Air), SGM (Ret) Michael Amoroso (Vice
President-Army), SFC Beth Lapoint (Recording Secretary), CMSgt Leon Cisek (Treasurer), MSgt Joseph lacovone Jr
(177th FW Rep), SSG Andrew Faucett (JFHQ Rep), SFC Leroy Wright (50th BCT Rep), CSM (Ret) Richard Larocca
(Army Retirees Rep), CMSgt (Ret) Chuck Adamson (Air Retirees Rep)

Not pictured: CMSgt (Ret) Thomas Quinn (Immediate Past President), MSG Valerie Hopkins (Corresponding Secretary,
MSgt Vincent Mazza (108" ARW Rep).

EANG-NJ Renames Two Air National Guard Awards

At our annual EANG-NJ Business Meeting conducted in Valley Forge, PA the weekend of 5-7 Oct 07 a motion was
put on the floor to change the names of two of our annual awards that are presented to Airmen. The current awards
named in honor of SGM Harry Arbeitman Outstanding NCO — Air and the Wilfred Z. Lea Outstanding First Sergeant —
Air were proposed to be changed to be named in honor of Air National Guard members who have served the Enlisted
Association with distinction and dedication for numerous years. The motion was approved and seconded and passed
unanimously to rename the awards “The CMSgt Richard W. Spencer Outstanding Noncommissioned Officer Award”
and “The CMSgt Edward W. Wolbert Outstanding First Sergeant Award”

FRERN.

Dick Spencer and Ed Wolbert are both past presidents of our Association,
have held various other elected positions in the Association as well as serving
on numerous committees. It has been through their tireless efforts that this
Association was established and has continued to work for the benefit of the
enlisted force for over 42 years.

Naming these two awards in their honor also identifies to future Air Guard
recipients that these awards are named in honor of two outstanding leaders,
mentors and legends from the New Jersey Air National Guard.

NOTE: This change only affects the Air Guard awards and does not change the names of the Army Guard awards.

Visit our website at www.eang-nj.org
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Association Looking to Reactivate the EANG-NJ AUXILIARY

Years ago a State Auxiliary to EANG-NJ was organized and operational for several years. The Auxiliary had its own
Constitution and By-laws and was also a charter member of the National EANGUS Auxiliary. Sometime during the mid
90s the organization folded due to lack of membership.

The purpose of the Auxiliary was to support our Association in attaining goals and objectives, especially in legislative
efforts and to provide support among the National Guard families. The Auxiliary assisted with the planning of the joint
EANG-NJ and Auxiliary Annual Conferences and assisted with fund raising efforts for the EANGUS building fund for the
new office building in Alexandria, VA.

With all the deployment’s and the need to maintain and fight for new benefits for all active and retired Guardsmen and
women we are looking to reactivate the Auxiliary to EANG-NJ. We need the Auxiliary to help join with the State
Association, EANGUS, the EANGUS Auxiliary and the Auxiliaries of other states in the legislative effort to be the voice
on important issues.

If you are a spouse of an EANG-NJ member (Active or Life) and would be interested in helping to reactivate the
Aucxiliary we would welcome your assistance. Please contact us through our Association website EANG-NJ.org or
contact our Association President at csmhughes@comcast.net

Two Executive Council Members Promoted

Congratulations to our two EANG-NJ Secretaries on their recent promotions: SFC Valerie Hopkins to
Master Sergeant and SSG Beth LaPoint to Sergeant First Class

EANG-NJ PAST PRESIDENT

CSM (Ret) Bob Theall has been in a nursing home for some time now and | am sure he would
appreciate some cards and letters from those who knew him so well. For those of you who are new
to the Association, Bob was one of the founding members of our Association when it was organized
back in 1965. Bob has served as President, Vice President, and chairman of numerous committees
as well as a member of most committees. Bob’s dedication and leadership to the Association was
the reason that the “CSM Robert C. Theall Outstanding Achievement Award” was created and
named in his honor. Over the years Bob has been the “watchdog” of our Association and a good
friend and mentor to all the Presidents and Committee Chairpersons who have served EANG-NJ.
Cards or letters can be sent to:

CSM (Ret) Robert Theall
Arnold Walter Nursing Home
622 East Laurel Avenue
Holmdel, NJ 07730

Enlisted Association of the National Guard of New Jersey Website

Visit your Association website at www.eangnj.org for additional Association information regarding:

Scholarships
Annual and National Conferences
Latest Newsletter
Insurance
Constitution and By-Laws
Executive Council and Committee Members
Awards
Executive Council Meetings

Membership and Benefits

Links to Our Corporate Sponsors
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2007 Award Winners

OUTSTANDING FIRST SERGEANT (ARMY)
1SG Patrick A. Kildea

CSM Jenkins, BG Carlini, 1SG Kildea,
CMSgt (Ret) Christian, CCMSgt Karol

OUTSTANDING NCO (ARMY)
SFC Frances C. Rutter

Recruiting and Retention Command

CSM Jenkins, BG Carlini, SFC Rutter, CMSgt (Ret) Christian,
CCMSgt Karol

OUTSTANDING SOLDIER

SGT Kelly Crager
HHD 119th Corp Support Battalion

CSM Jenkins, BG Carlini, SGT Crager, CMSgt (Ret) Christian,
CCMSgt Karol

OUTSTANDING FIRST SERGEANT (AIR)

MSgt June |. Kelly
1Z7_th ﬂF_igher ing

CSM Jenkins, MSgt (Ret) Bodine, BG Carlini, MSgt Kelly,
CMSgt (Ret) Christian, CCMSgt Karol, CCMsgt Frances
OUTSTANDING NCO (AIR)

MSgt Joseph A. lacovone Jr.
177th Security Forces Sq

= wr— —

CSM Jenkins, MSgt (Ret) Bodine, BG Carlini, MSgt lacovone Jr,
CMSgt (Ret) Christian, CCMSgt Karol, CCMSgt Frances
OUTSTANDING AIRMAN

Senior Airman Tara M. Cullen
177th Security Forces Sq

CSM Jenkins, MSgt (Ret) Bodine, BG Carlini, SRA Cullen,
CMSgt (Ret) Christian, CCMSgt Karol, CCMSgt Frances



New Jersey National Guard Associations
Office of the Joint Legislative Committee

Article submitted by: Frank Brogna, Chairman, frank.brogna@villanova.edu frank.brogna@yahoo.com 732-890-8808

It is outstanding to have such support from NGANJ and EANG-NJ Executive Councils and membership as we move
forward with our legislative efforts. We have enclosed some references for future use. We realize we are giving you an
abundance of information at once but you will find it very useful in answering your legislative questions and how our
legislative committee is working on getting our bills passed within the State Legislature and the Congress.

First, we urge you all to refer to the state legislative website: www.njleg.state.nj.us This site will assist you in doing any
personal research about any state bill or state legislative representative. For instance on our committee we look for
credentials of legislators, such as military service, alumni of universities. We constantly look to gain access to legislators
to discuss our agenda. This site also identifies what bills Senate/Assembly committees have on their agenda, and what
day’s meetings are going to be held. As I spoke at our last years Annual Business meeting we must attend these meetings
regularly, | am really depending on our retired members to help us show a presence at these meetings. | would encourage
attendees to wear something that identifies them with our organization as uniforms are unauthorized when lobbying.
They wouldn't even have to say anything at the meeting just present to the Assembly or Senate committee that we are
watching and we are engaged. | can also send out meeting reminders to those interested in joining our email distribution.
The state legislative site is very good, and | urge you to use it. If you want to track our Association agenda items, there are
means to do so on this web-site and you will be sent an e-mail every time there is action on our bills.

The other web-sites | am providing for you deal primarily with federal bills, TRICARE, Retirement at 55, Survivor
Benefit Plan etc. First please refer to both the NGAUS and EANGUS legislative sites.
www.ngaus.org/legislative/legislative.asp and www.eangus.org/legislative/default.asp Sign up for their legislative alerts
and pass this on to your soldiers and airmen. Please cc me when you do this, so our committee knows word is getting out
there to the field. The toll free number to contact your federal representatives is 1-888-642-8799. The final two sites |
would refer you too are The Government Accounting Office (GAO) www.gao.gov/docsearch/app_processform.php
These reports provide the information congress makes decisions on, it is important to understand the issues inside and out
before lobbying or calling. Finally one of the better tools out there is the NGB Legislative Liaison web-site
www.ngb.army.mil/ll which provides an in depth analysis of the bills which we have concern . We have to educate
ourselves in order to influence our decision makers. For those that may not be very computer friendly please contact the
committee by phone and we will be happy to assist.

You have competent and trained a joint-committee of comprised of Enlisted, Officers, Army and Air, Active and Retirees.
Both Association Presidents have appointed me as the chairperson in writing. Our committee received training on the state
legislative process from a member of the NJ State Legislature Office of Legislative Services, who was the former aide to
the Assembly Military and Veterans Affairs committee for five years. They were also provided an extensive legislative
reference packet which outlined the procedure in the Congress and analysis of current legislative issues. Members of the
committee attended both the NGAUS and EANGUS legislative training conference, which we have enclosed our report. |
am very proud to the chair of such a hard working team, these are members with specialized skills and expertise that we
rely on often. | would like to recognize CPT Barbara Brown-Wilson 1LT Richard Colton (Army) 2LT April Kelly (Air)
MSG (Ret) Louis DeVico (Army) SGM (Ret) Robert Landolfi (Army) 1LT Robert Burd (Army) SGM (Ret) Jerome
Zebrowski (Army) unfortunately for the association Mr. Lou Mancuso is leaving the committee as | wish him and his
wife Jo the best as he retires to Arizona in the coming year, he has been an inspiration to me and a driving force behind
our success.

Our committee has sorted through over 60 State bills to narrow the focus to a few state bills and three Federal priorities
which we have enclosed in our published legislative agenda. Our main objectives this year Federally are providing
retirement at 55, PTSD legislation, and passage of National Guard Empowerment Act. State issues include establishing a
separate military affairs committee, VET is a VET legislation and incorporating Traditional drilling National Guard
Service to be available for purchase in NJ State PERS.

Visit our website at www.eang-nj.org
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Highlights of our Accomplishments are:

« Passing into law State bill S532 providing National Guard Students the right to re-enroll without financial penalty if
called to active duty during the academic year.

« Passing into law State bill S250, which excludes housing and subsistence allowances from the taxable gross income for
members of the National Guard on state active duty.

» Committee has attained eight of the thirteen members Congressional House Delegation to co-sponsor bill HR558 and
both Senators to co-sponsor bill S337, in which both pieces of legislation provide reduced receipt of retirement, and
healthcare benefits to all members of the National Guard and Reserves. New Jersey leads the United States with the
highest co-sponsorship percentage.

* PASSED Rep. Jim Saxton introduced language in National Defense Authorization bill that would provide retirement
points to all NJ National Guard Members who served in Hudson, Bergen, Middlesex and Union counties on State Active
Duty in  support of 9/11

» The committee’s leadership urged the generation of and personally delivered over 30,000 letters from friends, family and
members of our State Association. These letters focused on Saving the Flying mission of the 108th Air Refueling Wing
from DOD Base Alignment and Closure Commission recommendations to de-activate 16 KC 135E model aircraft. The
Commission ultimately decided the unit will now receive the eight new KC-135R model aircraft.

TRICARE PASSED / Fees Frozen

* The passage of NGAUS requested NJ Assembly Resolution 282 which urges the passage of HR558 (TRICARE and
Retirement) This resolution was read into the Congressional record.

» Committee attained thirteen members of our fifteen members Congressional Delegation to co-sponsor HR558 and its
Senate counter-part S337, both pieces of legislation provide reduced receipt of retirement and healthcare benefits to all
members of the National Guard and Reserves. New Jersey leads the United States with the highest co-sponsorship for this
iSsue.

» Amended State legislation to include retirees for hunting, fishing an park passes

» Congress restored funding to 350,000 soldiers, participating in congressional press conferences

* Organize and host Annual Legislative Dinner with many Congressional Staffers

Finally, If you have any questions at all please contact the committee at anytime or any of our committee members. |
appreciate all of your anticipated support and look forward to working with all of you.

Registration on EANGUS Website www.eanqus.org

If you are a first time user to the new EANGUS Website you will need to register.
1. Go to the EANGUS website at www.eangus.org
2. Click on “Register Today” link (left side of home page)
3. Follow the following four step process:
Step #1: On the right side of the main webpage:
Enter: Last and first name and National Guard State
Click on “Find My Record”
Step #2: Check on the your name to the right of the screen you believe to be your name.
Step #3: After finding your membership record:
If the information displayed is yours, enter the complete ID number found above your name on the
mailing label of the “New Patriot” issue you received in the mail. Your number should look
something like the following: NJ070404000004 or NJ060714 1234.
Click grey box that reads “Validate”
If everything is correct you will be taken to final step of the registration process.
Step #4: Choose your own user name and password.
Complete the remainder of the requested information and click on “Complete Registration.”

Visit our website at www.eang-nj.org
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EANG-NJ is a non-profit military association that represents the Enlisted members of the Air and Army
National Guard, their families, and National Guard retirees. We are dedicated to promoting the status, welfare
and professionalism of all Enlisted members and promoting adequate National Security.

APPLICATION for MEMBERSHIP

Active Membership: (Circle amount paid) E-1 thru E-4 $ 15.00 E-5 thru E-7: $ 20.00 E-8 & E-9: $ 25.00

The above amounts include both your State and National Dues

Associate Membership: $ 10.00 (Officers, Warrant Officers, DOD/Federal/State Employees)

Rank: _ First Name: Last Name: MI:
Street Address: City:

Apt number;__ State: Zip: Home phone: ()

Unit: E-Mail:

Circle All That Apply: Army Air Associate New Member

Make Checks Payable to: EANG-NJ

Mail Application to: EANG-NJ
ATTN: Membership Chairman
3650 Saylors Pond Road
Fort Dix, New Jersey 08640-7600
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